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Minutes of  January 10, 2008 Meeting
Reorganization

At 7:30 p.m., Rick Eckert was sworn in before Council as Chairman of the Environmental Commission.   At 7:45 p.m., Rick Eckert called the Environmental Commission meeting to order and requested nominations for Vice Chair.  John Boyer nominated Vicky Binetti, and her nomination was seconded by Harry Larzelere.  All voted in favor.  Harry Larzelere was nominated by John Boyer to continue as Treasurer, and Lola Pellegrino seconded the nomination.  The vote to appoint Harry Larzelere as Treasurer was unanimous.  A motion was made by Harry Larzelere to appoint Dorothy Hunter as Secretary.  The motion was seconded by Vicky Binetti and no one opposed.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of our December 6, 2007 meeting were approved as presented on a motion made by Leon Lakritz and seconded by Ann Culkin.  No one opposed.  Rick Eckert abstained as he was absent from that meeting.

Treasurer’s Report


Treasurer, Harry Larzelere, reported a temporary budget of $675.00.  He will prepare the Environmental Commission’s business plan for 2008 and present at our next meeting.

Old Business
Tree Trust Fund


No report in Michelle Martin’s absence.

Township Clean Up Day


No report tonight on the annual October event.  Leon Lakritz had a new suggestion to include a collection center for electronics on Township Clean Up Day. 

On another subject, Harry Larzelere recently noticed the need to clean up certain areas in the Township.   If anyone has a specific location that needs attention, they should call Bob Gruber at Public Works who will assign the request to Community Service people.  

Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no new report this meeting.

Sneaker Recycling


Going forward, it was agreed that any discussion pertaining to sneaker recycling will be discussed under school recycling projects.  

State Plan


Vicky Binetti announced that she had no additional information to add at this time.

Planning Calendar


Rick Eckert distributed a spreadsheet listing our regular, annual programs so that the Commission can begin planning  for these events.  Vicky Binetti also presented for consideration a list of potential activities for 2008.  Several new items were added to the Planning Calendar by other members: 

· Ann Culkin – Gloucester County College “Green Power Fair” on January 31st.

· Ann Culkin – Bunker Hill Middle School Environmental Fair on February 1.  Ann will get further details and report back to the Commission.

· Ann Culkin - Wedgewood Women’s Club.  She is a guest speaker on February 7.

· Leon Lakritz – Board of Education’s program on Solar Panels.  He will attend on January 17.


The Commission will not participate in Super Saturday as it was agreed that Earth Day is an appropriate venue for the promotion of environmental endeavors.

Stream Sampling


Leon Lakritz, chair person, is in the process of establishing dates for 2008 stream samplings.

Earth Day 2008


Anne Hastings will send out e-mails on February 12th to potential exhibitors and vendors.  Former associate member, Paul Greger, has agreed to serve on the committee this year, and Harry Larzelere has agreed to act as coordinator with the Park Rangers.  Singer, Robert Anderson, has made a commitment to once again return to entertain on Earth Day, and PNC Bank plans to set up a display.  The Earth Day banners will be displayed at the Old Stone House and, as suggested by Harry Larzelere, in front of the municipal building where it will receive greater visibility.  John Boyer suggested advertising on the Kennedy Hospital message board which is available for public service announcements.

Water Festival


Vicky Binetti had no new report.

School Recycling Projects

No report

Office Clean Up

Lola Pellegrino requested assistance at our last meeting to clean out the Environmental Commission office.  She will check with the Township to see if we can have access to the office on a Saturday so that volunteers from the Commission can sort through the inactive site plans for disposition.

Washington Square Redevelopment Plan


John Boyer informed us that the redevelopment plan has been revised to incorporate the recommendations of the Environmental Commission.

New Business

Planning/Zoning Boards

Rich Fini presented an overview of current applications before the Planning & Zoning Boards as follows:

Planning Board – 12/18/07 – EKE Hutch LLC.  Site Plan Waiver – car dealership to include RV business.  Located on Delsea Drive near County Park.

Zoning Board – 12/10/07 – Carl Walston, 113 Tuckahoe Road – Use Variance.  Currently electronic repair business and want to expand into auto sound systems.


Metro PCS – 583 Delsea Drive.  Use variance for cell tower.  Received approval.


MLG Realty – Site Plan.  Received preliminary approval.  To date, the Environmental Commission has seen only the tree plan.  Vicky Binetti will prepare draft comments on that report for the Zoning Board.
Committee Reports
Open Space


Harry Larzelere announced that the Township has acquired the Zimmerman tract on December 20th as open space.

Township Council

Council Liaison, Michelle Martin, was absent tonight as she was attending a regularly scheduled Council meeting.

Public Relations


Bob Starrantino has a conflict and will no longer be able to act as our PR representative.  This topic will be removed from future agendas.

Correspondence


Leon Lakritz reviewed incoming correspondence.  He mentioned that construction of a strip mall in the vicinity of Salina Road and Delsea Drive was planned.  Applicant Sollena Pizza Shop  proposes demolition of the building and requests a waiver of an environmental impact statement and Phase I.  He also received plans for Echo Plaza to construct a 2-story, 63,000 sq. ft. building consisting of medical offices.  These plans will be reviewed at our January workshop.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.m.
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