Washington Township
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856.589.0520, Ext. 232

wtec@twp.washington.nj.us
(Approved at October 2, 2008 meeting)

Minutes for September 4, 2008 Meeting
Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In attendance were Harry Larzelere, Vicky Binetti, Leon Lakritz, Rich Fini, Anne Hastings, Lola Pellegrino, Roz Henderson, Michelle Martin, Ann Culkin, Chet Nawoyski, and Barbara Trueheart.  Minutes of our August 7, 2008 meeting were unanimously approved as read on a motion made by Leon Lakritz, seconded by Lola Pellegrino,   Harry Larzelere abstained as he was not present at the August 7th meeting.

Treasurer’s Report


Treasurer, Harry Larzelere, reported a balance in our temporary budget of $1,479.02.  To date, no official Township budget has been passed.

Guests
 Sollena  (293 Delsea Drive and Salina Road)

Karl Kruger, P.E., of Clancy & Associates, Inc., Consulting Engineers, was present to review and answer questions regarding their project consisting of 1.32 acres fronting Route 47.  The applicant proposes to demolish a pizza shop and erect a strip mall (7200 sq. ft.) with six units, one of which will include a new pizza restaurant.  In regards to Applicant’s storm water report, Vicky Binetti questioned the elevation of the borings since it was not clearly defined in Applicant’s plans.  She noted her concerns with drainage given the relatively small margin between the seasonal high water table and the storm water basin.  The Environmental Commission also asked that Applicant increase minimum frequency of inspections to be in conformance with State requirements and our storm water ordinance.  Inasmuch as the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment is more than 6 months old, the Environmental Commission requested an update to include interviews with residents, site inspection, and a data base report.  Finally, the Applicant intends to decommission the well that currently provides potable water to the site, and install a new well.  However, the Applicant was advised to consult with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection regarding well site requirements, as the proposed site development plans appear to limit the options for well relocation.

Applicant’s tree plan was reviewed noting that seven 24” trees (or 168 tree inches) will be removed, and they propose to plant replacement trees on site.  Rich Fini asked that they include two additional trees, to be planted in the rear of the property, in order to fully comply with the Tree Ordinance.  The Environmental Commission will send a letter to the Planning Board with our recommendation and comments.  On a motion made by Ann Culkin, seconded by Harry Larzelere, the Environmental Commission unanimously voted to approve Applicant’s tree plan as presented with the condition that they will plant 23 trees on site to comply with compensation requirements.
FBF Realty LLC


Professional Design Services, Dolan Contractors and FBF Realty representatives appeared again tonight to revisit their tree plan, and presented a proposal to enhance the existing buffer on site by planting additional trees.  To meet remaining compensation requirements of 125 tree inches, Applicant agreed to plant an additional 50 trees with a diameter of 2-1/2” (or a lesser number of trees if the diameter is greater than 2-1/2” to make up the required 125 tree inches); it is anticipated that some trees will be planted on-site (reinforcing an existing buffer), and some will be planted on an adjacent parcel to be subdivided, bordering Pitman-Downer Road (Block 84.14.  Lot 2.06).

Vicky Binetti made a motion to recommend approval of FBF Realty’s tree plan once Applicant revises the tree plan to reflect the planting on site of the additional 50 trees as set out above, and to recommend conservation easements for the entire number of replacement trees.  The motion was seconded by Ann Culkin, and all voted in favor to pass this motion.

Carmax


Frank Tedesco, Esquire, Joe Jagdmann, Real Estate Manager for Carmax, and Erik Littlehales, P.E., presented an overview of this project to be built on the Martin-Dodge property on the Black Horse Pike.  The business is primarily a retailer of pre-owned vehicles.  The entire existing site, including all buildings and the asphalt parking lot, will be demolished.    Applicant proposes a storm water basin at the rear of the site and larger buffers to the residential areas.  The work-in-progress area will house vehicles one to six years old that are being reconditioned for sale as well as vehicles purchased from their customers.  Vehicle washing will take place on the property, but it will not be open to the general public.  Waste water will be discharged to an oil/water separator before entering a sanitary sewer system. Roof runoff will be piped underground to the storm water basin.  Vicky Binetti asked for a copy of Applicant’s storm water management plan which was not included in plans received by the Environmental Commission.  There are environmental concerns because of the proximity to the Getty service station portion of the property.

The Environmental Commission requested that Applicant provide additional oil/water separators in the areas where vehicles will be parked prior to inspection and also requested a copy of their parking lot maintenance plan.


Under the tree ordinance, the Applicant estimated that they are responsible for 411 replacement trees.  Because it is not feasible to plant on site, they expect to be making compensation to the Tree Trust Fund instead.

Two meetings with residents within 200 feet of the project have been held, and Applicant has agreed to accommodate their request to plant trees on an interior portion of the site as an aid to deflect lighting.  Carmax representatives said that all light standards have deflectors and will be dimmed after hours.


Further discussion on the project was tabled until receipt of Carmax’s storm water management plan, parking lot maintenance plan, tree plan along with application and fee.

Applicant’s representative will be present at our next workshop session to answer any questions we may have upon our review of the plans.

Old Business
Tree Trust Fund


No report.

Township Clean Up Day


Ann Culkin reported on a meeting held today with Jim McCann from Public Works.  Adele Riff has agreed to price and order the Clean Up Day tee shirts.   A meeting has also been scheduled with the Washington Township Police Department to discuss logistics for traffic safety.  A request for volunteers was advertised on Channel 9 and  an appearance before the televised Council meeting was made by Ann Culkin and Anne Hastings on August 20th.  Anne Hastings prepared a spreadsheet of the Clean Up Day site assignments and will update once Harry Larzelere and John Boyer develop their site list which they agreed to complete by October 1st.  She also is working on making the date current on the Clean Up Day signs that were utilized last year.
Wellhead Protection


Manorcare will monitor Well #6 for the next three years and forward the results to the Environmental Commission immediately.

State Plan Update

No report.

Planning Calendar


No new activities to include.

2009 Earth Day


No report.

ANJEC Smart Growth Grant


No report.
WTEC Annual Report


Rick Eckert announced that the report is near completion.

Guest Lecturers


Anne Hastings noted that plans have been finalized to hold a seminar on fall bird migration here in the municipal building on September 30th at 7:00 p.m.  Vicky Binetti passed out flyers advertising the Gloucester County Soil Conservation District’s  presentation on easy steps  to attract wildlife and maintain an environmentally friendly lawn to be held in the municipal building on September 23 beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Ann Culkin volunteered to coordinate light refreshments for both events.

Stream Sampling


Leon Lakritz reported that Public Works has agreed to cut a path through to East Holly Avenue to facilitate stream sampling.

New Business

PNC Bank/Fries Mill Road

The PNC Bank is holding an event on October 4 to celebrate their first anniversary, and the Environmental Commission has been invited to participate by presenting a display on our activities.
Auto Mall/Riggins Gas Station


Rich Fini reported that a ground water report for the Auto Mall will be forthcoming, and he has received a report for review from RCC, the consultant for the Riggins Gas Station.

Planning and Zoning Board Applications
Planning Board 9/2/08

Rich Fini reported as follows:

· FBF Realty located at 2760 Glassboro Cross Keys Road received preliminary approval for a major site plan and minor subdivision.  They are awaiting a recommendation regarding their tree plan from the Environmental Commission before any further approval.

Zoning Board 8/11/08
· Addison Bradley project, age-restricted development on Glassboro-Cross Keys Road, was denied.
· Dynamic Tint located on Route 42 was dismissed without prejudice.

· Metro PCS (205 Fries Mill Road) site plan was approved

· Cricket Communications site plan on Route #42 was approved.

· T-Mobile site plan at 116 Swell Road was approved.

· Pitman Extra, located at 690 Delsea Drive, was postponed as well as Ashrit Realty (Route #42).

Committee Reports
Council


Michelle Martin discussed proposals for the new Township budget.

Open Space


No report.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m. on a motion made by Ann Culkin and seconded by Vicky Binetti.
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