WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP
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wtec@twp.washington.nj.us
(Approved at May 1, 2008 Meeting)
Minutes of April 3, 2008 Meeting

Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In attendance were Lola Pellegrino, Anne Hastings, Ann Culkin, Jodi Smith, John Boyer, Russ Price, Rich Fini, Vicky Binetti, Leon Lakritz, Robin Dahm, and Nicole Reagan, Rowan University journalist.  Minutes of our March 6, 2008 meeting were approved as presented on a motion made by Leon Lakritz, seconded by Ann Culkin.  There were no objections.

Treasurer’s Report


In Harry Larzelere’s absence, Leon Lakritz reported that the balance in our temporary budget is $168.52.
Guests

· Sollena Plaza project – Jerry Lovell of Clancy Associates postponed this review until our next work session.

· Basser Kaufman Site – Edward Belski, P.E. of Van Cleef Engineering, was present tonight to review the site known as Washington Township Plaza located at 338 Fries Mill Road.  The subject property is located within Tier 1 and Tier 2 wellhead protection areas for well #18.  Applicant proposes to develop this 7.3 acre site with the construction of a Rite Aid Pharmacy and two drive-through restaurants, each with pavement and parking spaces.  This property is described as a tree farm and mulch and topsoil business.   Previously a septic system was proposed on the new plan which is prohibited under the conditions of our Wellhead Protection Ordinance.  Applicant indicated tonight that they have received approval of their application to the WTMUA for sanitary sewer service which is a conditional use in Tier 1 and Tier 2 of a wellhead protection area.  It was determined that there is no need for a tree plan as no trees are being removed.  Soil sampling was performed on the site, and test results indicated high concentrations of DDT and arsenic.  There are large mulch and soil piles on the property currently which belong to a tenant.  The tenant will be responsible for its removal prior to the start of this project.  In light of the fact that site inspection was conducted while the ground was snow covered and a significant portion of the soil on this property was inaccessible due to several large stockpiles of mulch, a more accurate assessment of site conditions could be obtained once the mulch is removed by the current tenant.  The Commission requested that a well abandonment report be submitted, and that interviews with people knowledgeable of the site’s prior uses be conducted as soon as possible.  The required update to the Phase I report will be completed next week, according to the applicant, and it will be submitted to the Planning Board prior to their April 15th meeting.  After further discussion, and acknowledging that the applicant has addressed or agrees to address many of our prior concerns, a motion was made by Vicky Binetti, seconded by Leon Lakritz, that the Environmental Commission recommends conditional use approval for the storm water basin and sewage conveyance system, provided the items identified will, in fact, be satisfactorily completed.  John Boyer abstained; all others voted in favor.
Old Business

Tree Trust Fund


No report

Township Clean Up Day


No report at this time; however, Anne Hastings noted that we should begin planning the Township-wide clean up day as soon as Earth Day is over.  Clean Up Day is scheduled for October 2008.

Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no new report.

State Plan


Vicky Binetti had no update at this time.

Planning Calendar

Rick Eckert had no new entries for the Planning Calendar tonight.

Washington Square Redevelopment Plan


This topic will be removed from our meeting agenda inasmuch as the Plan was adopted by Council at their second reading.  The WTEC noted that several of our recommendations were incorporated, and we are very pleased with those results.

ANJEC Smart Growth Grant


Vicky Binetti was happy to announce that she was able to timely submit the necessary application for an ANJEC Smart Growth Grant.  The Environmental Commission is partnering with the Open Space Committee to develop an urban reforestation plan for the Township.  We propose to update our environmental resource inventory and to create a tree plan for Washington Township.  This is a matching fund grant, and we recently learned that monies from the Tree Trust Fund can be used as the match.   It is anticipated that we will have a response from ANJEC as to whether we were chosen to receive this grant by the end of May.

School District Solar Panel Plan


This topic will be removed from our meeting agenda.  Leon Lakritz reported that the referendum on the proposal to install solar panels in the high school was defeated on March 11th.
Bird Quest 2008


The Gloucester County Nature Club has again approached us with a request to support this very worthwhile event held annually.  Members of our Commission volunteered to make a $100 donation in behalf of the Washington Township Environmental Commission.

Stream Sampling


Leon Lakritz, chairman of this program, announced that the spring stream sampling is scheduled for April 26th.   There is no rain date.
Earth Day 2008


Anne Hastings, Lola Pellegrino, and Ann Culkin detailed the plans that they have made so far for Earth Day 2008 which is being held in Washington Lake Park on April 19th.   The large printed signs advertising Earth Day are finished, and Anne Hastings brought a sample with her tonight.  She asked for members to help place signs around the Township in prominent places or businesses and then retrieve them after the event.  Ann Culkin also asked if she could arrange to have more flyers printed to fulfill requests from businesses.  One-thousand of the tri-fold programs Anne Hastings designed will be printed for distribution at Earth Day.  Lola Pellegrino announced that Robin’s Nest has offered 4 or 5 volunteers to help out in the Park, and the High School has agreed to film the event.  Central Jersey Woodworking Club has signed on to make bird houses on Earth Day.  To date, Anne Hastings says we have 90 participating exhibitors and vendors.  It was decided that giveaways will be ordered, and Vicky Binetti is handling the selection and purchase of these.  
New Business

Planning Board/Zoning Boards


Rich Fini reported on the current projects before the Boards as follows:

Planning Board 03/18/08 
· Sheffield Gate on Egg Harbor Road & County House Road.  Signage was approved.

· Romalino/Crescenzo – Located on Ganttown Road.  This minor site plan was approved.

· 461 Route 168 – Major site plan received preliminary and final approval.

Planning Board 04/01/08

· AJP Realty – Located at 7 Enterprise Court – Amended site plan was approved.
· Sheffield Gate on Egg Harbor Road & County House Road.  Requesting 7 new dumpsters in conservation easement and other amendments.  This was not approved.

· Kennedy located at 435 Hurffville Cross Keys Road.  Minor site plan was approved.

· Pantarelli – Major subdivision for five lots on Bells Lake Road.  Received final approval.  Owner is pursuing a “no further action” for oil spill on site.
· Basser/Kaufman at 388 Fried Mills Road – Applied for preliminary approval.  (Work session only)
Zoning Board 03/10/08
· Cricket Communications, 583 Delsea Drive.  Use variance for cell tower.  This was approved.

· Metro PCS, 583 Delsea Drive.  Antennas on cell tower – Preliminary and final site plan approved.

· Addison Bradley – This is a senior center located on Ganttown and Egg Harbor Road.  They were postponed and will return in April.

· Macklin – 116 Leddon Lane – Bulk variance

· Black Horse Pike Animal Hospital – Site plan received preliminary but not final.

· Manolopous, Salina Road – Use variance – Denied without prejudice.
· Green Tree Storage on Green Tree Road & No Name Street.  Applicant requested waiver of tree ordinance; however Zoning Board has not received any new documents.
Development of WTEC Website


The Environmental Commission expressed a need to create a web page so that we could promote the various events and programs that we sponsor each year as well as publish a monthly newsletter to residents.  Robin Dahm volunteered to take steps to get this underway.

Committee Reports
Open Space – No report

Council – No report

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. on a motion by Ann Culkin and seconded by Vicky Binetti.
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