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Minutes of August 7, 2008 Meeting


Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In attendance were Vicky Binetti, Rich Fini, Lola Pellegrino, Jody Smith, Leon Lakritz, John Boyer, Chet Nawoyski, Anne Hastings and Ann Culkin.  Minutes of the July 3, 2008 meeting were unanimously approved as read on a motion made by Leon Lakritz and seconded by Ann Culkin.  Rick Eckert and John Boyer abstained as they were not present at the July 3, 2008 meeting.
Treasurer’s Report


In Harry Larzelere’s absence, Leon Lakritz reported a remaining balance of $979.02 in our temporary budget.  The official budget for the year has not been finalized.

Guests


Representatives from Professional Design Services, LLC (PDS), Dolan Contractors, Inc. and FBF Realty, LLC. were present again before the Commission tonight to review their plans to build a 144.733 sq. ft. commercial building to include a retail store and 2nd floor storage.  This project is located in a wellhead protection area for Well #16, Tiers 1, 2 and 3.  Applicant is requesting conditional use approval for the basin and sewage conveyance in the wellhead protection area.

Applicants reaffirmed that no products presenting an environmental hazard, including drums containing hazardous chemicals, would be stored on the property.  The items to be stored outdoors would be steel and metal products, industrial hardware, and plastic pipe.  Applicant noted that the yard area will be gravel as well as the overflow parking lot.  They also stated that top soil will remain on site.


Specifically in regards to storm water management, Vicky Binetti noted that the Plan mistakenly attributes the maintenance responsibility to Washington Township when, in fact, it is the Applicant’s responsibility.  The PDS representative, Mr. William Stevens,  acknowledged the error and will make the appropriate revision.  


To support the applicant’s request for a waiver from replacement requirements, a certified forester, Bob Williams, gave an overview on the sustainability of a forest.  He indicated that half the trees on the subject property are not native to New Jersey and are an invasive species detrimental to a native forest.  It is the Applicant’s contention that the trees to be removed for site development are landscape trees planted by the residential owners many years ago and should not be subject to compensation because they are non-native species.  The Applicant is seeking a waiver from the Tree Ordinance.  The Commission decided to table action on a recommendation on the applicant’s tree removal and planting plan until receipt of revised landscaping plans.


On a motion made by Ann Culkin, seconded by Vicky Binetti, it was unanimously resolved that the Environmental Commission recommends Conditional Use approval, provide that: (1) Applicant complies with the State General Permit for industrial storm water management; (2) that Applicant will install manufactured pre-treatment devices; (3) that Applicant will install a  ground water monitoring well and implement a routine ground water monitoring plan; (4) that Applicant develops and implements a spill contingency plan, (5) that Applicant develops and implements an integrated pest management plan; and (6) that Applicant develops and implements a parking lot maintenance plan.
Old Business

Tree Trust Fund


No report in Michelle Martin’s absence.

Township Clean Up Day


Ann Culkin, Co-Chair, announced that there is an August 22nd planning meeting scheduled.  John Boyer volunteered to seek out new locations for clean up, and Gloucester County Federal Bank will permit us to advertise Clean Up Day utilizing their digital sign.  Lola Pellegrino will inquire whether we would be permitted to begin using the sign next week to solicit for Clean Up Day volunteers.  It was also mentioned that Kevin Dahm has several groups interested in participating from Rowan University.  If we would like to have volunteers from the local Catholic churches, Ann Culkin said we need to make a personal visit to contact the CCD coordinators.

Lola Pellegrino, mentioned that used batteries will be collected by Gloucester County as part of their household hazardous waste collection to be held on the same day as Township Clean Up Day, October 18.  

Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no new report.

State Plan


Vicky Binetti had no new report.

WTEC Planning Calendar


Rick Eckert had no updates for the calendar.

Earth Day


Lola Pellegrino mentioned that the Rangers have agreed to store our 47 Earth Day signs at the Ranger Station.

ANJEC Smart Growth Grant


The Environmental Commission has not received a response from John Eastlack, Township Solicitor, on matching funds for the potential grant.

Mayors Climate Protection Agreement


Rick Eckert remarked that Washington Township has not as yet been listed on the official website as being an active participant, and he will follow up on this to be sure we are included.

Annual Report


Rick Eckert is continuing to work on the annual report and is assembling the Commission’s input as well as photographs taken at WTEC events.

Guest Lecturers


The Gloucester County Soil Conservation District would like to present a fall lawn care seminar, and they have suggested Tuesday, September 23, from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.   The event would be advertised on Channel 9 and it will be filmed.  Anne Hastings is also looking into a presentation by Mary Belko (formerly with NJ Audubon Society) on fall bird migration, and once she has more details, she will report back to the Commission.

WTEC Office Space


Lola Pellegrino completed housecleaning the Environmental Office space.  The old computer was removed and all inactive site plans have been discarded.
Kojeski Construction Company


This project, located on Hurfville-Cross Keys and Greentree Roads, was reviewed previously at our July meeting.  The building consists of a one-story building to be used as office space or a retail center.  A letter was prepared by the Environmental Commission to the Applicant setting forth our comments.  Subsequently, we have received additional correspondence indicating that the Applicant has complied with our recommendations and further soil sampling was performed.  The new report indicates that lead and arsenic concentration were below the NJDEP Soil Cleanup Criteria and no pesticides were detected.

New Business
Rich Fini reviewed the current applications before the Planning and Zoning Boards as follows:

Zoning Board 7/23/08

· Cricket Communications, 3400 Route 42 – Received a use variance.
· Metro PCS on Tuckahoe Road – Received a use variance.

· T-Mobile – New cell tower

Planning Board – 8/5/08

· Venuto’s Old World Pizza on Route 42 – Received amended preliminary and final approval.  They also agreed to secure a “no further action” letter from the NJDEP.

· 4601 Route 42 Assoc. – Minor site plan (formerly Lonestar property) for a Kia car dealership.

Open Space


There was no new report in Harry Larzelere’s absence.  Leon Lakritz noted that the Open Space Committee will not meet next week.

On a motion made by Jodi Smith, seconded by Ann Culkin, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m.
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