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Minutes of July 3, 2008 Meeting


Meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair, Vicky Binetti, in Rick Eckert’s absence.  Present at tonight’s meeting were Leon Lakritz, Harry Larzelere, Lola Pellegrino, Jodi Smith, Russ Price, Ann Culkin, Anne Hastings, and Michelle Martin.

Minutes of the June 5, 2008 meeting were approved on a motion by Leon Lakritz and seconded by Harry Larzelere.  No one opposed; Ann Culkin abstained.

Treasurer’s Report


Harry Larzelere reported a balance remaining in our temporary budget  of  $979.02 and said that the final budget has not as yet been approved by Council.  He also reported that as of 7/3/08, we have a balance of $541.79 in the Earth Day account, which can help advance planning for next year’s event.
Old Business

Tree Trust Fund


Michelle Martin did not present a report at this meeting.
Township Clean Up Day


Ann Culkin noted that she and Anne Hastings will co-chair Township Clean Up Day to be held on October 18th.  Leon Lakritz has agreed to serve on the committee.  Anne Hastings will send out the e-mail invitations and vendor solicitations, and she also suggested that we look into recycling projects.  Since the County is holding a household special waste collection on October 18th,  the same day as our Township Clean Up Day, it was agreed that we would encourage residents to participate and take their household hazardous waste to the County recycling center.  Ann Culkin intends to hold meetings over the summer to begin planning and will arrange to have the event signs from last year updated with the new date.
Wellhead Protection


Leon Lakritz reviewed the Manorcare report.  The Applicant tested areas in the farm fields, underneath two poultry sheds, and at a pond.  He related that certain areas tested positive for a number of contaminants.  The State of   New  Jersey requested that the Applicant inspect two additional sites on the property, but that report will not be available until later in July.  Upon receipt of that report, the Environmental Commission will make a determination whether or not to submit comments or recommendations based on the test results.
State Plan


Vicky Binetti had no report.

Planning Calendar


There were no new items to add to the 2008 Planning Calendar.

2009 Earth Day


Lola Pellegrino would like to see a more advantageous platform for the presenters to speak.  It was suggested that we have seating in front of the stage.
ANJEC Grant


As discussed at last month’s meeting, ANJEC indicated they would consider funding an update of our environmental resource inventory, but not the portion of the proposed grant project  to develop a tree plan for the Township.  Based on their decision, it appears we will not be able to provide matching funds needed for the grant.
Mayor’s Climate Control Protection Agreement

Vicky Binetti distributed a document which listed the elements of the Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement.  She also provided suggestions to help implement the twelve segments of the Agreement and asked that the Commission review and come back with their comments and additional ideas. 

WTEC Annual Report to the Mayor


Vicky Binetti reminded members of the  Commission to provide Rick Eckert with commentary and photographs, if available, of their activities and programs during 2007.  This information will be incorporated into the annual report to Mayor Moriarty.
New Business

Fall Lawn & Garden Program


The Gloucester County Soil Conservation District would like to present a fall lawn and garden care workshop (hosted by the Environmental Commission) in the municipal building sometime in mid-September.  Vicky Binetti has been in contact with this organization to coordinate the feasibility of collaborating on a workshop.  It was suggested we advertise the event on Channel 9 as well as the Township website.  Anne Hastings is also working with the Audubon Society who is interested in sponsoring a workshop on fall bird migration.
Kojeski Construction Project

This project is located on Hurffville-Cross Keys & Greentree Road on approximately 8/10th of an acre.  It will consist of a one-story building (7712 sq. ft.) to be used for office space or a retail business.  There is a septic system on site with no evidence that it has been sealed.  There are nine trees on the site; seven trees that have a total diameter of 87 inches will be removed.  Required compensation would be planting of twelve 2-1/2” trees or compensation to the Tree Trust Fund in an estimated amount of $4,200.  Additionally, an application for a tree removal permit may not have been filed.  We also need further information on the proposed storm water basins.  On a motion by Russ Price, seconded by Harry Larzelere, a letter will be drafted to the Applicant setting forth our comments in regards to the above.  The motion was passed unanimously.
Environmental Commission Office


Lola Pellegrino has undertaken the task of cleaning house in our office space in the municipal building.  She advised that the old computer was removed, and she is sorting through and discarding all site plans that are no longer active.  She will inquire whether the Environmental Commission might store the large Earth Day signs at the Ranger Station.
Gloucester County Nature Club Book Sale


Ann Culkin  reminded the Commission that he still has 18 books entitled  “Natural Places of Gloucester County, New Jersey”  available for sale if anyone is interested.  The books were written and published by the Gloucester County Nature Club.

Liquor Businesses and Restaurant Recycling


Currently bars and restaurants in the Township do not recycle their bottles and cans which amount to considerable volume.  The Environmental Commission, at the suggestion of Anne Hastings, would like to pursue this further.  Michelle Martin agreed to investigate the feasibility of a recycling program for these businesses. 

Planning and Zoning Boards


Rich Fini, although absent tonight from the meeting, provided a report on the current projects as follows:

Planning Board Meeting 6/5/08

· Kojeski – This is a major site plan on Hurffville-Cross Keys Road.  Work session

· Frank Lauletta -  This is a minor subdivision located at 470 Delsea Drive.  The project was approved.  There was no environmental review.

· Marino – An extension of a minor subdivision located at 145 Hurffville-Grenloch Road.  Project was approved.  No environmental review.

· Joseph Scafisi – Major subdivision.  The project was reviewed as a work session only.  The site is not located within a wellhead protection area. A tree removal plan and compensation will be required.  The applicant requested a waiver of Phase I ESA; however, they agreed to do limited Phase I ESA & pesticide sampling
Planning Board Meeting 6/17/08
· Virilli – Minor subdivision.  No environmental review.
Zoning Board Meeting 6/9/08
· Penske Auto Group.  Amended site plan on Rt. 42 and Old Stage Coach Road.  Applicant requested amended site plan approval to construct a small building for an Audi dealership and signage.  Project was approved.

· Parsons – Bulk variance.  Fence installation project – it was approved.

· Aquilino – Bulk variance for a pool project in the rear yard.  It was approved.

· T-Mobile – Use variance located at 116 Sewell Road.  The project proposes a new monopole cell tower with antennas and ground equipment.  Use variance was approved with a condition of site plan approval.

· Cricket Communications – Use variance at Rt. 42 at Penske Auto Group site.  The project is a co-location of cellular antennas on an existing tower.  The site is in a wellhead protection area.  Use variance was approved.

· Yilmaz – This is a density variance on Ledden Lane.  This is a minor subdivision for 3 residential lots on 5.05 acres.  Density variance was approved with a condition of subdivision approval.

· Dynamic Tint – Use variance.  The business is relocating to a different unit in the same business center located n Highland Avenue across from the Chrysler car dealership.  It is in a wellhead protection area.  No decision was made by the Board, and the project was continued until next month.  The materials used in the tinting process include plastic film, soap and water.
Committee Reports

Open Space


Harry Larzelere reported that the Open Space Committee is contemplating additional reforestation programs to alleviate maintenance costs on open space properties in the Township.

Council


Michelle Martin, Council liaison, reported on several zoning issues that are being addressed to complete corrections to the Master Plan.  She also discussed some of the challenges of this year’s Township budget.  Ms. Martin has not as yet received a response from the Township Solicitor, John Eastlack, in regards to potential matching funds for the proposed ANJEC Smart Growth Grant.
Correspondence


Leon Lakritz reviewed correspondence he received, including some on upcoming development projects.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m.
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