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Minutes of May 1, 2008 Meeting

Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In attendance were Rich Fini, Lola Pellegrino, Anne Hastings, Ann Culkin, Jodi Smith, Russ Price, Robin Dahm, Harry Larzelere, Leon Lakritz and Vicky Binetti.  On a motion by Leon Lakritz, seconded by Ann Culkin, the minutes of the April 3, 2007 meeting were approved as amended.  There were no objections.

Treasurer’s Report


Harry Larzelere reported a balance in our temporary budget of $789.42 as of April 30, 2008.   He noted that the final budget for 2008 has not been approved by Council.

Old Business

Tree Trust Fund


No report in Michelle Martin’s absence.

Township Clean Up Day/Clean Up Awareness Campaign

Anne Hastings offered some new suggestions to consider for this year’s event including a Goodwill clothing drop-off box.  Clean Up Day is scheduled for October 18th with a rain date of October 25th, and she noted that there will be no conflict with October Fest which is scheduled the week prior on October 11th and 12th.  Atlantic City Electric Company has offered to promote this program in their newsletter and may be a contributor to provide refreshments and volunteers.
Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no report this meeting

State Plan Update

There has been no new activity in regards to the State Plan, according to Vicky Binetti.

Earth Day


Rick Eckert thanked the Commission, and in particular Anne Hastings, Ann Culkin and Lola Pellegrino, for an outstanding job to make Earth Day the biggest and best so far.  It was agreed that the amphitheatre area was a big improvement and helped to make the event such a success.  Our Earth Day activities were featured in the Courier Post, Gloucester County Times and News Report.  Looking ahead to next year, Earth Day 2009 will be held on April 18th (rain date April 19th).  The Commission unanimously agreed to conclude Earth Day 2009 an hour earlier at 3:00 p.m.  It was also suggested that we concentrate next year to have signs printed  to identify events such as the trail tours, hazmat vehicles or other exhibits not readily apparent.
ANJEC Smart Growth Grant


Vicky Binetti had no report.

Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement

Mayor Moriarty officially signed the Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement on Earth Day, and it will be forwarded to the U.S. Conference of Mayors in Washington, DC.  The Commission agreed to form a sub-committee to formulate plans for each of the twelve categories in the Agreement.

Bird Quest 2008


Vicky Binetti, Ann Culkin, and Leon Lakritz are attending Bird Quest sponsored by the Gloucester County Nature Club on behalf of the Environmental Commission on May 3rd.  Bach Associates once again made a donation to help support this program.

Stream Sampling


Leon Lakritz reported beautiful weather for the spring stream sampling of Washington Township’s waterways on April 26th.
Vicky Binetti, Rich Fini, Michelle Martin, Ann Culkin, Frank Vavra, Robin Dahm, Chet Nawoyski, and Russ Price volunteered to help Leon conduct the tests and supervise the students.

Black Horse Pike Animal Hospital


Rich Fini informed the Commission that there is not enough space on site for the Applicant to plant any of the 80 compensation trees required under our Tree Ordinance.  The Commission, upon a review of the applicant’s proposal to donate 50% of their compensation value to the Tree Trust Fund, found no basis in the Township Tree Ordinance for positive consideration of the Applicant’s proposal.  On a motion by Vicky Binetti, seconded by Ann Culkin, the Commission recommends that Black Horse Animal Hospital provide tree compensation in the amount of 203 tree inches.  No one opposed.
New Business
Rich Fini reported on the current applications before the Planning and Zoning Boards as follows:

Planning Board 4/15/08

· Basser/Kaufman at 388 Fries Mill Road – Received preliminary and final approval

· Magnum Management Group – 136 Hurffville-Cross Keys Road.  Site plan waiver approved.

Zoning Board 4/14/08

· Metro PCS on Delsea Drive – New antennas were approved.

· Addison-Bradley (Senior center on Ganttown & Egg Harbor Road) – Received preliminary approval.
Committee Reports

Open Space


Harry Larzelere had no report this evening.

Council


No report in Council Liaison Michelle Martin’s absence.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. on a motion made by Harry Larzelere, seconded by Rich Fini.
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