WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

P. O. Box 1106             523 Egg Harbor Road

Turnersville, New Jersey 08029

856.589.0520, Ext. 232

wtec@twp.washington.nj.us
(Approved at January 8, 2009 Meeting)
Minutes for December 4, 2008 Meeting


Meeting was called to order by Vicky Binetti, Vice Chair, in Rick Eckert’s absence.  Also present were Michelle Martin, Leon Lakritz, Jodi Smith, Russ Price, Rich Fini, Ann Culkin, Harry Larzelere, Anne Hastings, and Lola Pellegrino.  Minutes were approved for the November 6, 2008 meeting on a motion made by Leon Lakritz and seconded by Ann Culkin.  Harry Larzelere abstained.

Treasurer’s Report


Harry Larzelere reported a balance of $474.00 in our current budget after outstanding bills are paid.  The Environmental Commission is in need of additional supplies for Earth Day including canopies, table covers with WTEC logo, printer cartridges, as well as chemicals for stream sampling.  ANJEC membership dues are also due.
Guests

· Aversa Bakery – Robert Mintz, Esquire, Paul LaPierre, engineer from Land Dimensions, and Mr. Aversa, the owner, were present at tonight’s meeting to review their plans to expand Aversa’s Bakery with an addition and demolition of a  pre-existing building.  This project was previously before the Planning Board on a work session, and they expect to seek preliminary and final approval at the Planning Board meeting scheduled the second week in January 2009.  Storm water plans were reviewed. Vicky Binetti raised certain questions regarding their Best Management Practices and asked the applicant to further research these concerns, specifically (1) whether there should be pretreatment of storm water before introduction to the underground detention basin, and (2) whether replacement soil under the infiltration basin would provide sufficient volume for adequate drainage from the basins.   Applicant was requested to forward a letter to the Environmental Commission prior to the January Planning Board meeting    We also requested maintenance plans for both basins.  Applicant stated there is no evidence of whether or not a well, septic system, and/or underground tanks existed on the site.  The Environmental Commission requested that, if during construction a well is discovered, it be properly sealed. Applicant is also requesting a waiver from a Phase I site assessment on the basis that when the property was purchased from the previous owner in the 1990’s, the site received a clean bill of health from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  However, during further discussion it was determined that the pre-existing structure on the site was at one time an office and heating oil company during the 70’s.  The Environmental Commission requested the applicant secure and provide a No Further Action letter from the NJDEP and an environmental impact statement before we can make a recommendation to the Planning Board.  A tree plan is not required because there are no trees on the property. 

· The Learning Experience/Bombaro & Sons, LLC –  Representatives of this project, including attorney, Doug Long,  Bruce McKenna, engineer from Monarch Surveying & Engineering, and owner, Mr. Bombaro, gave an overview of their proposed daycare center on Delsea Drive.  They received preliminary approval in October 2008 conditioned upon reaching an agreement with the Environmental Commission on tree compensation.  Applicant plans to remove 102 trees, of which 83 trees, comprising an aggregate 1666 tree inches, are subject to compensation requirements.  The applicant would be required to plant and provide warranty for 222 trees (2.5 inch caliper) under the conditions of the Township Tree Protection ordinance.  Inasmuch as applicant is a landscaper by trade and would be in a position to provide replacement trees at a lower cost and thus provide savings to his project, he asked that we accept a proposal whereby he would provide tree-for-tree replacement. He proposes to deliver 102 trees of 2-1/2” caliber to the Township in two deliveries to four locations.  No labor or warranty would be provided by applicant.  The Environmental Commission noted the large difference in the number of trees required for compensation and what the applicant offered to deliver, as well as the lack of installation services and guarantee.  Upon a motion made by Harry Larzelere, seconded by Ann Culkin, the Commission unanimously agreed to recommend that the Planning Board not accept their proposition to provide 102 replacement trees in lieu of the required 222 trees under the ordinance.  

Old Business

Tree Trust Fund


Harry Larzelere reported a balance of $200,939.19 in the Tree Trust Fund as of today’s date.

Post Clean Up Day Report


To date, the Township received $2,525 in donations; there are still outstanding donations to be collected.  Expenditures amounted to $3,947.70.  A balance of $2,252.87 will be held in escrow for next year’s event.

Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no new report.  Leon Lakritz mentioned receipt of a report  from the United Auto complex which indicated  that the ground water sample collected at monitoring well (MW-8) located at Old Stage Coach Road and the Black Horse Pike detected levels of sodium and arsenic which exceeded NJDEP standards.  Chemical analysis of all other constituents did not identify any exceeding NJDEP ground water quality standards.
State Plan


Vicky Binetti had no report.

Planning Calendar


In Rick Eckert’s absence, additions to the Planning Calendar will be tabled until the January 2009 meeting.

2009 Earth Day


The first meeting for Earth Day 2009 sub-committee will be held next Thursday (December 11) at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building.  Lola Pellegrino asked members who are interested in becoming a part of the planning process to attend.   Anne Hastings has begun to send out notices to the various vendors and organizations to invite their participation.  She is also looking into the feasibility of providing Port-A-Sinks in the Park on Earth Day and is getting prices for this service.

Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement


Vicky Binetti will be working with other Commission members to formulate an action plan for the new administration next year.  Relative to climate protection, Leon Lakritz brought our attention to the fact that the school board will consider  putting the solar panel question up for referendum again next year.
Stream Sampling Summit


Leon Lakritz was unable to attend the ANJEC stream sampling summit in Whippany, NJ, and did not utilize the $55.00 appropriated last month.

New Business
Planning & Zoning Boards

Rich Fini provided a report on the recent activities of the Planning and Zoning Boards as follows:

Planning Board  - 11/6/08     
· Sollena Project received preliminary and final site plan approval.
Planning Board – 12/2/08
· FBF Realty/Fazzio located on Glassboro-Cross Keys Road received final approval.

· Aversa Bakery – This was a work session.

· Catherine Stoyko Estate – (Hurffville-Cross Keys Road).  This was a work session.
· Hedenberg/Parke Place located on Delsea Drive.  This is an age-restricted project to build apartments.  It was postponed at applicant’s request.

Zoning Board – 11/10/08
· Carmax received preliminary approval.

· Ashrit Realty located on Route 42.  Use variance was denied.

· Pitman Xtra – This is a use variance; matter was postponed.

Pharmaceuticals in the Water


Lola Pellegrino shared an article she read in the “Dr. Gott” column of the Gloucester County Times dealing with a pharmaceutical waste collection project in New York State for unused pills to help prevent their introduction into surface water and ground water.  Vicky Binetti explained the complicated process to undertake a similar collection program.  Inasmuch as some pharmaceuticals are considered controlled substances, their collection must be managed in the presence of law enforcement personnel to ensure their proper disposition. 
Township Recycling


Ann Culkin reported that Mayor-Elect, Matt Lyons, asked the Environmental Commission to develop and implement an educational program in 2009 to help residents understand the proper methods and types of items that should be recycled.
Committee Reports
Open Space


Harry Larzelere informed us that the Smith-Garrison tract is still under negotiation to purchase as open space.

Council Report


Michelle Martin provided an update on the progress with the Washington Square Redevelopment Plan which comprises 330 luxury rental apartments and 100 townhouses.  The project is not expected to impact the school district.  The developer is providing space for retail stores, a police sub-station, a community center, and soccer fields.

Correspondence


Leon Lakritz provided information on a website (njcleanenergy.com) to purchase compact fluorescent light bulbs at significant savings.  Orders of $25 or more receive free shipping.

On a motion made by Leon Lakritz, seconded by Ann Culkin, the meeting was unanimously adjourned at 9:45 p.m.  
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