Washington Township

Environmental Commission

P. O. Box 1106           523 Egg Harbor Road

Turnersville, NJ 08012
856.589.0520, Ext. 232

wtec@twp.washington.nj.us
(Approved at March 6, 2008 Meeting)
Minutes of February 7, 2008 Meeting

Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert, Chairman.  In attendance were Jodi Smith, Leon Lakritz, Lola Pellegrino, Anne Hastings, Ann Culkin,  Harry Larzelere, Vicky Binetti, and Russ Price.


A motion was made by Harry Larzelere, seconded by Vicky Binetti,  to approve the minutes of our January 10, 2008 reorganization meeting.  With no opposition, the minutes were approved as presented.
Treasurer’s Report


The Environmental Commission’s temporary budget is $675.00.  Harry Larzelere, Treasurer, is preparing a draft budget for our 2008 expenses.

Guests

· Echo Plaza, (Hurffville-Cross Keys & Fries Mill Roads)


Robert Mintz, Esquire,  Robert Shasha, Echo Center Associates, L.P., and Jay  Sims of Consulting Engineer Services, were present tonight to review current plans to develop l.58 acres with the construction of a 63,075 sq. ft. two-story building housing retail establishments on the first level and medical offices on the second floor.  The entire site is 15.3 acres that was previously developed as a commercial center and includes retail and service establishments in two existing buildings.  Applicant will not redirect any drainage from existing impervious areas and propose to build an infiltration basin for storm water generated from the new construction. The overflow from this basin would be routed to existing storm water detention/infiltration basins on the property which are also in Tier 2 of the wellhead protection area for Well No. 19.  Additionally, the applicant  noted that there are no trees on the portion of the site being developed that is greater than 4” in diameter, and therefore, they are not required to prepare a tree plan.

After further discussion and a review of the plans, Harry Larzelere made a motion, seconded by Ann Culkin, to recommend to the Planning Board that conditional use approval be granted to the Applicant providing that Applicant:
a. Provides test results to demonstrate sufficient soil permeability at an adequate depth beneath the bottom of the proposed infiltration basin;

b. Installs pretreatment measures to improve water quality;

c. Installs one monitoring well near one basin, location and schedule to be determined;

d. Demonstrates that sewage conveyance structures are watertight to minimize potential for leakage;

e. Develops, submits and implements a parking lot maintenance plan;

f. Provides testimony that no bulk storage of hazardous substances or wastes will be stored on the premises;

g. Identifies hazardous substances or wastes that may be used or stored on site, and develop procedures for their use and storage and containment of any spills that may occur.


A formal letter detailing the Commission’s recommendations was prepared and delivered to the Planning Board for their review and consideration.

· Harbour Place 


This matter was postponed by the Planning Board until March.  The Environmental Commission tabled its discussion of this project until our February 21st workshop.

Old Business

Tree Trust Fund


No report in Michelle Martin’s absence.

Township Clean Up Day


No report.
Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no report.

State Plan


Vicky Binetti had no report.

Planning Calendar


Rick Eckert has updated the Environmental Commission’s planning calendar with new events for 2008 and will shortly send a revised copy to all members.

Earth Day 


Anne Hastings, Co-Chair person, has created a data base of vendor contact information.  All Earth Day correspondence and invitations will be sent via e-mail this year with few exceptions.  Anne also has prepared a map of the exhibit spaces in the Park to assist the vendors.  Flyers have also been printed and will be distributed to businesses in Washington Township including Duffields and Wild Birds Unlimited.  Five thousand flyers will be given to elementary school students.  South Jersey Industries (formerly South Jersey Gas) will include an event notice in their newsletter.
Water Festival 2008


No report.

School Recycling Projects


No report.

WTEC Commissioner’s Award


Potential recipients were discussed, but Rick Eckert asked that the Commission give the matter further thought.  A decision will be voted upon at the next workshop session of the Environmental Commission.

Washington Square Redevelopment


Rick Eckert discussed the plan, highlighting the important revisions.

New Business
Planning & Zoning Boards

No report
School District Solar Panel Plan

Leon Lakritz has recently attended school board meetings where a plan to install solar panels on the high school was discussed.  The switch to solar panels would save the school district thousands of dollars in electricity bills.  A referendum will be held on Tuesday, March 11th.  Successful passage of the bond will supply the needed funds to install a 700 kilowatt system on the high school roof.  On a motion made by Ann Culkin, seconded by Jodi Smith, it was agreed that the Environmental Commission supports the proposal to install solar panels on the high school.  Further it was agreed that Leon Lakritz will act as spokesperson on behalf of the Environmental Commission.  No one opposed, and the motion was duly adopted.
2008 ANJEC Smart Growth Grant


Rick Eckert asked for suggestions for a project to support our request this year for an ANJEC Smart Growth grant.  Several topics were discussed, but a final decision will be made at our next meeting.
WTEC Meeting Agenda


Rick Eckert asked that our secretary send our meeting agendas electronically to members prior to the regular meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. on a motion by Leon Lakritz and seconded by Harry Larzelere.
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