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(Approved at April 3, 2008 Meeting)
Minutes of March 6, 2008 Meeting

Meeting was called to order by Rick Eckert.  In attendance were Leon Lakritz, Lola Pellegrino, Vicky Binetti, Ann Culkin, Anne Hastings, John Boyer, Russ Price, Rich Fini, Jodi Smith, Harry Larzelere, Roz Henderson, Michelle Martin, and Jeanne Galante from PNC Bank.


A motion was made by Leon Lakritz to approve the February 7, 2008 minutes of the Environmental Commission.  Lola Pellegrino seconded the motion, and all members voted in favor.

Treasurer’s Report


Harry Larzelere, Treasurer, reported a balance of $635.20 remaining in our temporary budget.  Rick Eckert announced that he reviewed the budget plan proposed by Harry Larzelere, and he is in agreement.  A copy will be sent to all members.

Old Business

Tree Trust Fund


Harry Larzelere presented an accounting of the monies currently in the Tree Trust Fund.  As of March 5, the balance reported is $214,787.37.
Township Clean Up Day/Clean Up Awareness Campaign

No report.  Township Clean Up Day is scheduled for the fall of 2008.

Wellhead Protection


Vicky Binetti had no new report.

State Plan


Vicky Binetti did not have a report this evening.

Planning Calendar


Rick Eckert initiated and prepared a 2008 Planning Calendar as a tool to keep track of the Environmental Commission’s upcoming commitments and events.  A copy was forwarded to all members today.

Water Festival


Vicky Binetti was recently informed that the school district is not prepared to undertake a Water Festival project this year.  
School Recycling Projects


We will not be initiating any recycling projects with the Township elementary schools this year.
Washington Square Redevelopment Plan

Rick Eckert reviewed the comments discussed at the last workshop session on this subject.  Our recommendations regarding infiltration basins, monitoring wells, and pretreatment devices were revisited.  It appears, however,  the revised plan is going before Council on March 13th, and a public hearing and vote on adoption will be held two weeks later, on March 27th.
ANJEC Smart Growth Grant


The concept of an Environmental Commission-Open Space Committee partnership to update our Environmental Resource Inventory was discussed.  This document could serve as a basis to develop an urban reforestation plan for the Township.  The ANJEC grant would require matching funds, and the Commission discussed funding possibilities.  The application deadline for a Smart Growth Grant is  March 31st, and it was agreed we will work with Michelle Martin on its feasibility.
Earth Day


Anne Hastings is designing a three-fold Earth Day brochure as well as a map of the Park for visitors and a space assignment map.  Banners will be hung at the Old Stone House and at Duffield’s Farm Market.  Gloucester County Federal Savings Bank has agreed to advertise Earth Day on their digital sign.  The Park Rangers will handle the Easter flower recycling this year.  To further promote our Earth Day event, Jeanne Galante from PNC Bank agreed to represent us at the Deptford Mall Earth Day celebration on April 12 and distribute our flyers and contact information.  The New Jersey Audubon Society will do a presentation on the fall bird migration, and trail tours will be conducted on Earth Day.  The New Jersey Aquarium will be represented as well as Wal-Mart.  Anne Hastings will contact the manager of Home Depot who assisted last year to see if he can participate.  Ann Culkin agreed to contact Gloucester County College for recommendations of other environmental groups who may be willing to participate and increase our vendor base.  She will also coordinate food vendor activities.  Vicky Binetti is again arranging for the Earth Day cake.  Invitations to local elected officials are being prepared, and filming of a clip for “Ask The Mayor” took place today.  Anne Hastings is waiting to hear from the Mayor regarding participation in the Climate Protection Agreement.

Ann Culkin suggested we should decide on a date for next year’s Earth Day program.  She made a motion to select April 18th as the date for 2009, provided the Park Rangers and the Mayor are in agreement.  Lola Pellegrino seconded the motion, and there were no objections.

School District Solar Panel Plan


Leon Lakritz reminded the Commission that the referendum on the proposal to install solar panels at the high school will be held on Tuesday, March 11th.  Ann Culkin spoke on the presentation she and Leon Lakritz gave before the Wedgewood Women’s Club on Tuesday, March 4th relating to alternative energy sources and ways to protect our drinking water as it pertains to our Wellhead Protection Ordinance.  She also discussed the advantages of using environmentally-safe cleaning products.
Financial Disclosure Statements


Rick Eckert asked Commission members to complete and return their financial disclosure statements to the Business Office before the April 7th deadline.

Black Horse Pike Animal Hospital

The applicant is scheduled before the Zoning Board on March 10th.  The Environmental Commission initially reviewed the application on January 17th, 2008.  We had preliminary concerns, and these were conveyed by e-mail to the applicant on January 23rd.  Vicky Binetti reported that the Environmental Impact Worksheet was revised satisfactorily, and those items are complete.  Because of past agricultural use of the property, the applicant submitted a Limited Environmental Review in lieu of a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment.  They contend that the waiver is justified because they are the current owner of the property and have been for the past 10+ years.  Applicant proposes to direct most storm water into a new infiltration system.  The Environmental Commission noted that a storm water system maintenance plan is needed.  No wells have been identified on the property.

A tree removal permit application has not been submitted to the Township, but the applicant says he will submit the necessary permit application upon receipt of all outside agency approvals and before beginning work.  The landscape plan indicates 18 trees will be planted on site, but there is no indication of which may qualify as compensation for trees removed.  Applicant further indicates that 14 trees will be planted on site, and they are planning to request a waiver from our tree ordinance requirement to replant approximately 42 trees or contribute compensation to the Tree Trust Fund.  No justification has been provided.

After a full discussion, Vicky Binetti made a motion that the Environmental Commission has no objection to a waiver from the Phase I provided certain questions and concerns (noted in our comments) are appropriately addressed and recommends that the applicant submits a full and complete tree removal permit application, permit fee, and tree replanting compensation..  Harry Larzelere seconded the motion.  John Boyer abstained.  All others voted in favor of the motion.  A letter of recommendation will be prepared and forwarded to the Zoning Board prior to their March 10th meeting.

Green Tree Self-Storage


This project was reviewed by the Environmental Commission in November 2007.  The tree plan submitted was incomplete and did not identify the size or types of trees.  Applicant requested a waiver but did not provide a basis for this request.  The applicant is scheduled to appear before the Zoning Board in March.  Inasmuch as we have not received any further correspondence since November 2007, the Environmental Commission agreed that we are not in a position to make any revised recommendation, and that a copy of our November 30, 2007 recommendation will be forwarded to the Zoning Board at this time.
New Business

Rich Fini reviewed projects before the Planning and Zoning Boards as follows:

Planning Board – 2/7/08
· 461 Route 168.  This was a work session for a major site plan next to Planet Fitness.

· Venuto’s Old World Pizza Systems.  This also was a work session for a major site plan located next to Einstein Bagels.  They are requesting a waiver from a Phase I.  Property was formerly a gas station.

· Romanlino/Crescenzo located at 424 Ganttown Road.  This was a work session regarding a minor site plan.

· Echo Plaza located at 309  Fries Mill Road. Preliminary and final/major site plan for a two-story building. First level will house retail stores, and the second level will contain offices.

Planning Board – 2/19/08
· Alexander located at 228 Salina Road.  Minor subdivision

· Vicky & Bonny of Route 42.  This is the Holiday Inn property, and their final major site plan was approved.

· Haddad located at 477 Green Tree Road.  Site plan waiver.

Zoning Board 2/11/08
· GCF Bank at 30l Green Tree Road.  Signage.

· Azimi Retail Center at 448 Woodbury-Turnersville Road.  Use variance was denied.

· Car Max next to Martin Auto Dealership on Route 42 applied for a use variance.

· T-Mobile (next to WT water tower).  Preliminary and final site plan.

· Imperator at 514 Egg Harbor Road. Use variance.
Committee Reports

Open Space

Harry Larzelere, Open Space Committee liaison, reported that the Price property was passed on, and that the ¾ acre tract on the south-west corner of Green Tree and Pitman-Downer Roads was also passed on.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m.  Rick Eckert announced that there would be a workshop meeting on March 20th.
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