WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP PARKS & RECREATION

SPORTS ADVISORY BOARD

Meeting of October 15, 2007


The meeting was called to order by President, Charlie Muracco, at 7:05 p.m. at the Washington Township Municipal Building.  


The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America was recited.

Sports Advisory Board members in attendance were Lisa Collins, Frank Ragozzino, Rich Silvesti, Trey Slough and Kaydon Stanzione. Newly appointed member, Rob Carr, was not in attendance.  Sports Board members in attendance were Bill Bradley, Basketball; John Daly, Soccer; Bernardine DiStefano, Football; Maryann Gervasi, Nitros Cheerleading; Bill Lee, Wrestling; Bill Morgan, Softball; Al Piccoli, Sam Scimeca, Baseball; Lee Robledo, Lacrosse; Brian Scavetta, Track and Field; Toni Williamson, Football Cheerleading.  Also in attendance was Jim McKeever, Director WT Municipal Services.  Public attendance included Scott Sommerman.


Mr. Ragozzino moved to approve the minutes of September 17, 2007.  The motion


received a second and was approved.

WRESTLNG:  

-  Mr. Lee informed the SAB that the Wrestling Bylaws would have to be amended to add the requirement of background investigations of all coaches.  A copy of the suggested wording as well as a samples of the Grapevine Wrestling League “Volunteer Criminal Background Check Certification Letter” and the “Request for Criminal History Record Information for a Noncriminal Justice Purpose form” were in each SAB members’ meeting packet.  The wrestling season begins the first week in November with matches beginning the first weekend in January.  They need this screening to participate in the Grapevine Wresting League.

-  Mr. McKeever stated that the Township has yet to contact a company to do this screening, as the ordinance was not set for final approval until October 24, 2007.

SOFTBALL:

-  Mr. Morgan reported that President Dan Quigley has stepped down from the position and Renee Iannace is currently the Acting President.  The Softball Advisory Board will elect their board on October 23, 2007.  Mr. Muracco stated the nominations should be taken the meeting prior to the voting meeting.

-  Bylaws need to be presented in November to have them approved in time for January sign-ups.

- Ground has been broken for their softball building at Washington Lake Park.   Concrete will be poured the end of next week.  The board is looking for free labor for the walls.  The board expressed their thanks to Mr. McKeever for his part in getting this project going.

BASKETBALL

-  Mr. Bradley stated the basketball’s registration numbers are the same as last year’s at this time.  

-  The coaches’ list was presented to the board for their review.  The SAB will review it for the next meeting.  A person can be a Head Coach for up to 2 teams.

-  The program will have bathroom monitors at all the buildings during their use of school facilities.  There is a possibility that Park Rangers may be hired at $9.00 an hour to help with school security.  This is a less expensive way to go, as the price for School Security is much higher per hour.

FOOTBALL

-  Mrs. DiStefano reported that the season is underway and is going well.  There have been no coaching or parent problems.

-  There was an incidence at the complex where someone tried to steal the water heater.  The Township’s Building and Grounds’ employees were able to replace the piping that had been cut.

-  The program is coordinating their resources to get their building done.

-  There is a smoking ban now in effect on all township property.  Mr. McKeever asked that Football announce this new ban on smoking prior to each game.  The Park Rangers will police these areas to warn violators that they can be ticketed for smoking on Township property.

FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING

-  Mrs. Williamson stated that the season is going great.

-  There was one parent who complained that one of the newer coaches stopped one of the buses returning from a game to let a Jr. Coach get off near her home.  It was agreed the coach was wrong in doing this.

NITRO CHEERLEADING

- Mrs. Gervasi stated the program is still practicing.  Their first competition will be the first weekend in November if they are ready.  They will attend a competition in Wildwood sometime in April.

SOCCER

-  Mr. Daly said that Soccer was 5 weeks into their season.  

-  The intramural program will be holding their All Star Games.  The board spent $3000 to provide each child with an All Star shirt, hoagie, soda and small gift.

-  The candy sale is wrapping up.  1,700 cases of candy totaling 88,000 bars of candy had been distributed.  15 to 20 coaches still need to turn in unsold candy and/or money.  Final total will be provided at the November meeting.  Soccer was reminded that the sale of the candy should be strictly volunteer and it should be explained what the funds raised will be used for.

-  State Cup – single elimination – Travel teams entered with 3 teams advancing to the semi finals – U-13 Girls, U-13 Boys and U-12 Boys.

-  There have been incidents that may be considered for the Code of Conduct.: 

      1.   U-12  Girls coach, Joe Hughes has stepped down due to conflict between the coach and the parents.  

Drew Schrader took over the team and there has been non-stop conflicts between Mr. Schrader and Mr. Hughes. During a game at Mt. Laurel, Mr. Hughes confronted Mr. Schrader and Mr. Schrader lost it.  Mr. Schrader acted inappropriately.  Two parents having witnessed the situation supported Mr. Schrader.  Mr. Schrader was suspended for 4 games for conduct unbecoming of a Board member.  Mr. Hughes was given a 2 game suspension and threatened to take Mr. Schrader to the Code of Conduct committee.  However, if he did that both would be suspended for a year.  All suspensions were served during the Columbus Day Tournament.  Mr. Hughes removed his daughter from the team.

2.  Another incident regarding a member of Lisa Bramante’s Soccer team stated that she was slapped by a              player from the opposing team when they were doing the end of game walk by.  The player who allegedly did it has denied it.  There were no witnesses.  The referee was also there and no action was taken as there were no adult witnesses.  

-  Soccer was requested to make up a list of coaches suspended for any reason over the last year.

-  Soccer would like to accept corporate donations to help offset the costs of Travel Team uniforms and jackets.  The intramural program offers contracts for $100.00 with $9000 coming into the program this past year.

Mr. Stanzione moved to approve the request for Soccer to accept corporate



donations to offset travel team uniforms and jackets. 

-  The Easter Tournament is set for Saturday, Mach 22, 2008 and is a one day tournament.  Soccer expects over 125 teams to participate.  All fields at Washington Township High School, Washington Lake Park, Quay Park, County House Complex and Hurffville Elementary School will be used.  This tournament raises a large amount of money for the program.



Mr. Silvesti moved to approve the Easter Soccer Tournament to take place on Saturday,



March 22, 2008.  The motion received a second and was approved.

TRACK AND FIELD 

-  Mr. Scavetta asked that the SAB representative be present for their board election which will take place Thursday, 7:30 p.m. at the Community Activity Center.  Mr. Silvesti will be present.

-  Bylaw changes will be submitted.

LACROSSE

-  Mr. Robledo stated the bylaws would be ready next week.  

-  The financial report will be ready for next SAB meeting.

-  Lacrosse sign-ups will be in January with the season starting in March.

-  Mr. McKeever inquired about the use of the Johnson Road fields on Sunday mornings.  Mr. Robledo responded that it is All State Lacrosse that uses the field.  Kids pay to play in this league.  Washington Township has a team in this league coached by Mr. Weiss.

BASEBALL

-  Mr. Sommermann inquired why his baseball team could not get field use.  His team is composed of all Township residents but is not a part of the WTPR program while Dave Phillips team is not all township residents and he gets field use.  Mr. Muracco asked why Mr. Sommermann’s team does not want to rejoin the WTPR program then that program would have use of fields.  Mr. Sommermann stated he wanted the team to stay together.

-  Baseball presented changes to their bylaws for the SAB’s approval.

-  Baseball will look into online registration.  

-  Mr. Piccoli requested the SAB’s approval for their annual Social and raffle.


Mrs. Collins moved to approve Baseball’s annual social and the sale of raffle tickets at


the social.  The motion received a second and was approved.

OTHER BUSINESS:

CODE OF CONDUCT COMMITTEE:  Meeting to the held on October 22, 7:30 p.m. at the Municipal Services Office.  The purpose of the meeting is to elect a new President.

MEGAN’S LAW:  The cost to screen each person will cost approximately $50.00 per person with one half of that amount being reimbursed by the Megan Kanka Fund.  An independent agency will oversee the screenings.  Any sort of criminal charge will be flagged.  This screening must be done every 3 years.  A preliminary suggestion is to charge an additional $5.00 registration fee per participant to cover the cost.   Having no price quotes, it is not sure $5.00 per player will be enough.

TASK FORCE:  Some suggested changes to field use are to eliminate football from the baseball complex and make it a baseball only complex. Valley Green area would be used for 5 to 9 year olds.

A binding referendum would be placed on the June ballot with work set to start in 2009.

SAB BYLAW REVISION:  The SAB will meet on Monday, October 30, 2007, 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Services Building to review their bylaws.

The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m.









Mary E. Schneider, Secretary

