Washington Township Parks & Recreation

SPORTS ADVISORY BOARD

Meeting of August 20, 2007


The meeting was called to order by President, Charlie Muracco at 7:05 p.m. at the Washington Township Municipal Building.  Sports Advisory Board members in attendance were Frank Ragozzino, Rich Silvesti, Trey Slough, and Kaydon Stanzione.  Sports Board members in attendance were John Daly, Soccer; Greg Fath, Basketball; Maryann Gervasi, Nitros Cheerleading; April Haruch, Football Cheerleading; Bill Lee and Scott Patterson, Wrestling; Al Piccoli, Baseball; Jim Quinn, Softball; Lee Robledo, Lacrosse.  Also in attendance were Tim Carey, Barry Galasso, David and Lisa Kahana, Lucille Piccoli and Sam Scimeca for Baseball.  Due to other commitments, Jim McKeever and Frank Scarpato arrived late for the meeting.


The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America was recited by all in attendance.

MEETING MINUTES



Mr. Ragozzino moved to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2007 as

circulated.  The motion received a second and was approved.

As there was no quorum of Sports Advisory Board members at the June and July meeting, there are no minutes.

FOOTBALL – No one from this board was present.

FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING – Ms. Haruch informed the board that their Joe Corbi’s Pizza fundraiser has just ended and practices are going well.  Ms. Haruch is the equipment coordinator.

TRACK AND FIELD – No one from this board was present.

BASKETBALL  - 

-  Being no questions or changes to the Basketball 2007-2008 bylaws, Mr. Slough made the following motion:



Mr. Slough moved to approve the Basketball 2007-2008 Bylaws. The motion 



received a second and was approved.

Mr. Fath reported the following:

 - The Basketball Board member that appeared before the SAB board did receive a one-year suspension and is no longer on the Basketball Board.

-  Basketball sign-ups will be online beginning September 1 through 30, 2007.  There will be two (2) in person online registrations.

-  The first Board meeting of the new season will be August 30, 2007.

-  Basketball will be losing the Community Activity Center (CAC) to the Wrestling Program.  The 7-8 year old girls have used the CAC.  They will now be moved to the Bells Elementary School All Purpose Room where the Basketball Board will pay for adjustments to the backstops so they can be lowered to the appropriate height for that program (9 feet).  The Basketball Board will also be putting adjustable backstops in the Wedgwood Elementary School All Purpose Room.

-  A question arose as to where the Best Friends Program will play.

WRESTLING – 

-  Bill Lee is the new President of the Wrestling Advisory Board.  Scott Patterson has stepped down but will remain on the board as Treasurer.

-  The 2008 Bylaws were included in the SAB member’s packets.  Mr. Muracco asked SAB members to read over the bylaws and get back to him prior to the September SAB meeting with any questions.  This would be considered the first reading.

-  The board has one (1) open position.  Mr. Muracco explained that the Wrestling Board can recommend whom they would like to take the position, but all resumes must come to the SAB for their review.  All Sports Board members must be approved by the SAB.

-  The board’s annual financial report was submitted.  Mr. Muracco stated bank statements should be attached to the report.

-  Registration is coming up in October and the board requests a $10.00 increase in the registration fee to $80.00.  $50.00 of the fee goes toward the uniform so the board in reality is only receiving $30.00.  This extra money will help with the purchase of mats that run anywhere from $8,000 to $9,000 each.  They are also looking to help with the purchase of a pulley system that will be used to raise the mats to the ceiling for storage at the high school.  The cost for this is between $8,000 and $9,000.  

-  The program is hoping to have between 100-125 children register.



Mr. Ragozzino moved to approve the $10.00 increase in the registration fee.  The 



motion received a second and was approved.

SOFTBALL

-  Travel Team tryouts will be held on Sunday, August 26th.

-  Fall Softball will start in two (2) weeks.  Three (3) teams will be playing in the Fall League.

NITROS CHEERLEADING

· 2007-08 Bylaws (second reading)



Mr. Silvesti moved to approve the Nitros Cheerleading 2007-08 Bylaws.  The



motion received a second and was approved.

-  A three (3) day Cheer Camp will be held next week.

-  The program uses the Orchard Valley Middle School gym until WTPR Basketball begins.  Then they use the Cafeteria.  Parents paid a monthly fee of $35.00 per child for the program to use the facilities at Community Volleyball in Deptford.

-  The novice squad offers a little more than Football Cheerleading and is not as expensive as an all-star team.

LACROSSE

-  Lee Robledo is the new President of this board.  Dave Robbins is going to the WTHS to help coach.

-  The program had a very good season with 189 boys and 100 girls participating in the program.  The high school coaching staff is very involved with the youth program.  The program will be holding a camp.

-  The 2008 bylaws will be presented in September.

-  The program would like to hold sign-ups in November.

-  The program used the Football Complex with most home games at the High School.  Both the boys and girls teams practice 4 days a week.  

-  Lacrosse is in need of additional fields and these fields need to be lit.

SOCCER

-  Soccer got underway in August with the travel teams practicing in Open Space areas and are now at the County House Complex.  After Labor Day, the program will use fields at Atkinson Park.  Games begin at this time.  

-  Soccer’s fundraisers include team photos that will be taken by Sports-n-Motion and a candy sale.  The money from the candy sale will be used to help purchase field lights and a turf field.  Money from the photos will be deposited in the bank account.  The money intramural raises stays with the intramural program.  Travel teams make money with their early Spring tournament earning approximately $20,000.



Mr. Stanzione moved to approve the Soccer Advisory Board fundraisers.  The motion



received a second and one abstention.  The final vote for this motion was tabled until



the end of the meeting.



Mr. Slough moved to approve the Soccer coaches as presented.  The motion 



received a second and was approved.

Mr. McKeever is concerned about the speeding on County House near the fields.  Speed limit signs will be posted.  He suggested that all coaches be notified that speeding near the fields is unacceptable.

BASEBALL

-  Mr. Piccoli spoke about the program stating the temporary board would like to go to 11 members.  They are operating very smoothly, but would like to add three (3) additional members.  



Mr. Silvesti moved to approve the increase in board members from 8 to 11 for



the 2008 season.  The motion received a second and was approved with one abstention.

-  Mr. Muracco reminded Baseball that all resumes are to be submitted to the SAB for their review.  The Baseball Board can recommend whom they would like to fill the positions on their board.  At the September meeting, the Baseball Advisory Board will recommend terms and positions for each of the members they selected.



Mr. Ragozzino moved to approve the increase in Baseball Advisory Board



members from 8 to 11 member.  The motion received a second and was



approved with one abstention. 

-  Baseball has over 400 players involved in the Fall Program.

-  $5,000.00 has still not been received from outside teams that participated in the Memorial Day Tournament.

-  A movie fundraiser will be held at the complex to help raise funds for the Booster Club as well as use up the food from the Concession Stand.



Mr. Slough moved to approve the Movie Fundraiser by Baseball.  The motion



received a second and was approved.

-  Mr. Carey attended the meeting asking why he has been unsuccessful in becoming a member of the Baseball Advisory Board. He has been a coach for 7 years.  Mr. Muracco reminded Mr. Carey to put in his resume so it can be included with ones to be reviewed at the next meeting.

-  Mr. Galasso would also like to become an active member of this board.

Old Business:

MEGAN’S LAW

Mr. McKeever stated that Council will look at this at their next two (2) meetings.  They will look at another community’s program and adopt that  program.  The Township’s Solicitor is also working on this.

SMOKING BAN

Council is proposing a ban on smoking at all Township facilities.  The only exemption will be designate areas for Township employees.  Signs will be posted at all facilities.  Ranger and Police will patrol. Washington Lake Park will be a smoke-free facility.

RECREATION TASK FORCE

-  This committee met with Council and presented a comprehensive plan for the next 20 years for indoor and outdoor facilities to include turf fields and received 100% support from them.  The long-range plan includes a building to house 4 to 6 basketball courts and facilities for both the Wrestling and Cheerleading programs, 2 to 5 turf fields and 7 to 8 soccer fields.

-  A binding referendum would have to be approved by voters.  It would have a $12 to 15 million price tag going on the ballot in June 2008.  Matt and the members of the Task Force will be doing presentations to various organizations over the next few months.

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.








Mary Schneider, SAB Secretary

