Washington Township Parks & Recreation

SPORTS ADVISORY BOARD

Meeting of November 19, 2007


The meeting was called to order by President, Charlie Muracco, at 7:07 p.m. at the Washington Township Municipal Building.  SAB members in attendance were Rob Carr, Lisa Collins, Frank Ragozzino, Trey Slough, Rich Silvesti.  Sports Board members in attendance were Diann A. Ashton, Track and Field; John Daly, Steve Turdo, Brian Wright, Soccer; Bernardine DiStefano, Football; Bruce Frazer, Renee Iannace, Jim Quinn, Softball; Mary Ann Gervasi, Laurie Beeler, Nitros Cheerleading; Bill and Maureen Hohman, Basketball; Al Picoli, Baseball; Debbie Poolos, Football Cheerleading; Lee Robledo, Lacrosse; Kim Smith, Wrestling.  

The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America was recited.

OLD BUSINESS:  

Code of Conduct Committee Reorganization:

The Code of Conduct Committee consists of one member per sport.  The committee was reorganized with Kim Smith volunteering to serve as the Acting President.  The committee members present were told of the two (2) recent Code of Conduct suspensions given out by Soccer.  Soccer has forwarded certified letters to each of those suspended.  Each COC member present received copies of these letters.

SAB Meetings and Sport Bylaws:

-  Mr. Muracco asked for better attendance by Sports Boards and stated that the representative from each board is required to stay for the entire SAB meeting.

-  Each sports’ bylaws should be uniform in how they read.  

-  Also each sports board was asked to submit a list of any and all suspensions to be shared by the boards.

SPORTS BOARDS: 

FOOTBALL:  Mrs. DiStefano informed the board that the season is ending with the Varsity 85 # Patriots going to the championship this week.  Charlie Doud has contacted Bob Gruber, Head Ranger of Washington Lake Park, in regard to the program hosting the All Star Practices at their fields, which are not to be closed.

NITROS CHEERLEADING:  Mrs. Gervasi stated that all is well with the program.  Their first competition will be held on a weekend in December in Philadelphia.  Their big competition will be in Wildwood in April.

WRESTLING:  

-  The coach’s list was reviewed. 

-  Mrs. Smith expressed concern that the league they are currently in requires coaches to be have background checks per Megan’s Law.  Their practices begin the first weekend in December. There will be two (2) home matches, January 12 and February 2, 2008.  Superbowl Tournament will be held February 3, 2008.  

-  As of today, registrations total 87.  The low numbers are due to many parents being unhappy with staffing and the new league they are involved with. This new league offers more kids the chance to compete.


Mr. Ragozzino moved to approve the Coaches List as presented.  The motion received


a second and was approved.

-  With regard to the background checks, the Township has to go out to public bid.  The Township will contact other leagues to see how they accomplished these checks.  Because Wrestling needs to have this done immediately, Wrestling was told to go directly to a vendor and they would be reimbursed.

BASKETBALL: 

-  Mr. Hohman stated they are in the middle of drafts with the older leagues finishing up after the high school drafts are completed.

-  In regard to the Coaches List, Mr. Muracco requested a new list showing complete names in order for the SAB to approve.

SOCCER:  

-  Mr. Daly reported the season is almost done with the intramural program having four (4) more games.  Season should end by the weekend.

-  Soccer had 2 incidences on the field:

October 23 – 12-13 girl’s game – A 17 year old referee was verbally berated during and after the game for her calls.  At one point the ball was yanked out of the referee’s hands.  As a result, one coach was suspended for a period of five (5) years effective October 23, 2007.  During this time, he will not be permitted to serve as a volunteer in any capacity in the WTPR Soccer program.  The Soccer Advisory Board also voted to suspend him for violating the Code of Conduct.

The other person involved was given a five (5) year suspension effective October 23, 2007 by the Soccer Advisory Board.

November 3 –8-9 girl’s game at Quay Park.  This incident involved a 14-year-old referee after a coach

did not agree with the referee’s call on a penalty kick during overtime.


This coach was suspended for a period of three (3) years, effective November 3, 2007.  He will not be


permitted to serve as a volunteer in any capacity in the WTPR Soccer program during this time.  The 


Soccer Advisory Board also voted to suspend him for violating the Code of Conduct.


The other person involved was given a two (2) year suspension effective November 3, 2007 by the


Soccer Advisory Board.

BASEBALL:

-  The turnout for Fall Ball was very good.  

-  Winter clean up is done with the snack stand clean up scheduled for November 20th.  Mr. Sommerman showed up at the clean up but he has no interest in returning to the program.

-  Baseball will meet with Rich Kahl to set up online registration next week.

-  The baseball bylaws were reviewed.

-  The board lost Paul DiFrancesco who has left to go with Bill Alvaro.  A 10-year-old team has left the program.

LACROSSE:

- The bylaws were reviewed.

- The Booster Club Financial report will be ready for the December meeting.

- The program will ask for an increase in fees at the next meeting.

SOFTBALL

-  This Board has one (1) open position.  Renee Iannace is the new President of the Softball Advisory Board.

-  Construction of Softball’s building at Washington Lake Park by the Greentree Road entrance opposite Field #6 is now underway.  The foundation is almost done.

-  The Board is having difficulty retrieving information from a former board member who inputted all registration and draft information.  He is willing to turn it over to the board for $1200.00.  He will turn over a hard copy but wants payment for the disks.

-  Softball requested approval of a fundraiser at a local store.  Coupons will be given out and when used a small portion of the sale will be donated to the program.  This money would cover tournament expenses with any excess money coming back to the program.


Mrs. Collins moved to approve the Softball fundraiser sponsored by Learning Express to offset


tournament expenses with the excess funds being returned to the program.  The motion received a


second and was approved with one abstention (Rob Carr).

-  Softball is ready to go online for registrations.

-  The bylaws were reviewed.

TRACK AND FIELD:

-  A copy of the bank statement was presented.  All members of the SAB will receive copies at the

December meeting.

-  Sign ups will take place in February.  

- The Acting Commissioner is Rock Siravo.

FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING:

-  The season will end after the 85# playoff and the All Stars Competition on December 1, 2007.  For the competition, each town sends 5 girls from every squad and they perform in stunt groups.  The event will take place at the Paul VI turf field.

-  The banquet is December 15th and will be separate from Football’s this year.  It will be held at Masso’s.

OLD BUSINESS:

RECREATION TASK FORCE:  This committee will be asking for the help of each sports’ board to get the information out regarding the proposed referendum to fund  new sports facilities.  It was to have been presented at this meeting; however, the Township’s Solicitor just finished reviewing it and the Mayor had yet to see it.  A special meeting may be called to get the petitions out to the sports groups.  Matt Lyons is the Chairman of this committee.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.








Mary E. Schneider, Secretary

