Washington Township Parks & Recreation

SPORTS ADVISORY BOARD

Meeting of December 17, 2007


The meeting was called to order by President, Charlie Muracco, at 7:14 p.m. at the Washington Township Municipal Building. 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of American was recited.

Sports Advisory Board members in attendance were Rob Carr, Lisa Collins, Rich Silvesti, Trey Slough and Kaydon Stanzione.  Jim McKeever, Director of WT Municipal Services and Matt Lyons, Chairman of the Recreation Task Force Committee were also in attendance.


Sports Boards in attendance were Diann Ashton, Track and Field; John Daly, Soccer; Greg Fath, Basketball; Al Piccoli, Baseball; Jim Quinn, Softball; Lee Robledo, Lacrosse and Kim Smith, Wrestling.

Mrs. Collins moved to approve the minutes of the November 19, 2007

                        meeting.  The motion received a second and was approved.

BASEBALL:

-  Bylaws

    

Mr. Carr moved to approve the 2008 Baseball  bylaws as presented.  The



motion received a second and was approved.

-  Mr. Piccoli noted that this year the District A and B teams will hold tryouts in January and February.  The board will not announce the A and B teams until have all evaluations are done.

-  Mr. Piccoli asked the SAB to consider fee increases of $10.00 per age group to cover the costs of online registration and the enforcement of Megan’s Law.  Visa/Mastercard charge a 3% fee and Rich Kahl requires a payment of $1.00 per player.

Mr. Slough moved to approve the 2008 Baseball registration increase of $10.00

per player.  The motion received a second and was approved.

-  Megan’s Law will subject all those in contact with children to a background check.  Registration flyers will have the Ordinance Number with a brief explanation. Online registration sites will have to have a pop-up when the form is checked off to volunteer. The committee of three will look for the following items – criminal activity, domestic violence, alcohol abuse and drug and sexual offenses.  The Kanka Fund has given $30,000 to the Township to have this put in place.  The review committee will set the criteria.  John Eastlack, Township Solicitor, will sit on this committee.  The committee has not yet met.  Other towns have been contacted to see how they have implemented this program.  The Ordinance will also be listed on Channel 13 and the Township’s web page.  Umpires will not be subject to this as most leagues have their own background checks they conduct.  There will be no cost to the volunteer.  

-  Baseball would like to hold a Skating Party fundraiser to help with the expense of dugouts on the 9-year-old field.

At this time, Mr. McKeever informed those present that the Mayor and Town Council have approved their request for a 4-cent increase on the June primary.  They are waiting for wording for the referendum.  The money would make it possible to build a new building housing an indoor track and facilities for basketball, wrestling, cheerleading and meeting space.  The proposal also includes changing the Baseball Complex by taking out Football and redoing the concession stand and bathrooms.  Mr. Stanzione volunteered to help set up internet polling to find out how the community would accept this proposal.

-  Baseball would like to go ahead with the Skating Party Fundraiser and use the money for capital improvements as needed.


Mr. Slough moved to approve the Skating Party fundraiser with the proceeds to go toward


capital improvements.  The motion received a second and was approved.

FOOTBALL – No one was present from this board.

FOOTBALL CHEERLEADING – No one was present from this board

LACROSSE – 

- Bylaws


Mrs. Collins moved to approve the 2008 Lacrosse bylaws as presented. The motion received a


second and was approved.

- Registration Fee increase -  Lacrosse would like to change their registration fees:






Grades 1-2  $70.00  (drop in fee from $120)






Grades 3-4   $125.00 






Grades 5-8   $135.00

Mr. Robbins informed the SAB that Kevin Murphy, Athletic Director for the WT Schools is charging Lacrosse custodial fees at $26.00 per hour. The increased fees would help with this cost as well as the fees to be charged for Megan’s Law and Field Maintenance.  Other organizations such as Kingsway, Clearview, Monroe and West Deptford charge $155, $150, $165, and $120 respectfully.  Referee fees also went up $5.00 per referee to a cost of $87.50; $120 for 2 referees per game.


Mr. Stanzione moved to approve the fees for Spring Lacrosse – Grades 1-2 $70.00; Grades


3-4 $125.00 and Grades 5-8 $135.00.  The motion received a second and was approved.

-  Lacrosse will use the Football field until May and then continue the season on the fields on Johnson Road and at Washington Lake Park.  The girls’ program needs another field.  The older girls use the High School Turf Field after the High School practices.  The High School Lacrosse players will help out the younger players in the WTPR program.

-  The Girls Lacrosse Program is in need of coaches.  They would like to practice Tuesday and Thursday nights 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  A lighted field is needed.  Boys’ teams stagger time and practice every night.

-  WTPR keeps separate accounts for the boys and girls programs.

NITROS CHEERLEADING – No one was present from this board.

SOCCER

-  Mr. Daly informed the SAB of the recent Code of Conduct ruling.  It was appealed and the suspension was reduced to four (4) months.  

-  Soccer’s Annual Easter Tournament has been approved by the State.  Approximately 100-120 teams will register to play.

SOFTBALL

-  Bylaws



Mr. Carr moved to approve the 2008 Softball bylaws.  The motion received



a second and was approved.

-  Increase in registration fees.  It was brought to the SAB’s attention that Softball needs to raise their registration fees.  The Softball program will probably lose money this year.  Babe Ruth requires all helmets to have facemasks.  Each helmet will cost $120.00.  Other expenditures include the coaches’ background checks and the costs involved with the online registration.

Mrs. Collins moved to approve Softball’s registration fee increase of $10.0 per player.

The motion received a second and was approved.

TRACK AND FIELD

-  Bylaws



Mrs. Collins moved to approve the 2008 Track and Field bylaws.  The motion



received a second and was approved.

-  Financial Report – Bank statement received.

-  The program will use the high school field Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays

-  Fundraisers – Spirit Wear sale and Bowling in April.  The bowling fundraiser is still in the talking stages.



Mr. Slough moved to approve the Spirit Wear Fundraiser.  The motion 



received a second and was approved.

WRESTLING

-  Mrs. Smith informed the SAB that the season has just gotten underway with older teams practicing 3 days a week and the younger teams just 2 times a week. The Grape Vine league will begin the first week in January. 

-  Wrestling was looking for approval of a monthly “Lock Down” which would be held once a month, 6:30 to 12 midnight.  Parents can drop their kids off for pizza and games for a $10.00 donation.  This would allow parents some free time for themselves.  It would only be for wrestlers and they would be well chaperoned.  



Mr. Stanzione moved to approve Wrestling’s “Lock Down” fundraiser. The motion



received a second and was approval.

-  The Grape Vine League has given the program a grace period of one (1) year for background checks.

BASKETBALL

-  Mr. Fath informed the SAB that registration and drafts have been completed and the season has started.

2000 children are registered for the program.  There are only four (4) on the Waiting List.  Rich Kahl, the gentleman that designed the online program, sent out email reminders to sign up to all those that had registered last year.  

-  Loel Muetter was suspended under the Code of Conduct and was removed as a 13-14 year old coach. The SAB will be notified of the person to take his place as coach and an email vote to approve this coach will be taken.

OLD BUSINESS:
RECREATION TASK FORCE

Mr. Lyons stated that this committee has met for months and has come up with a comprehensible solution.  The range of projects would run from 8-9 million to 14-15 million dollars.  It would cost homeowners approximately $58-60 per year.  Written support by means of petitions is needed to get this question on the ballot in June. The facility will house an regulation size indoor track, basketball courts, meeting space and areas for cheerleading and wrestling.  Several sites are being looked at with two (2) of them being owned by the Township.  

Mr. McKeever announced that on Thursday, the Township would be closing on the Zimmerman Farm land to be used for soccer fields.  Virtua Hospital will be providing two (2) soccer fields but would not provide water or turf.    The field would require two (2) growing seasons for grass; one (1) for sod.  Joe Devine, Vice President of Kennedy Health Systems will be providing Softball with two (2) fields.    Mr. McKeever has a meeting with the School Board on January 7, 2008 to discuss facility use and charges.  They may also want to take over the Summer Programming.

OPEN SPACE
Mr. McKeever asked for a member of the SAB to volunteer to sit on the Open Space Committee.  Mr. Silvesti volunteered.

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

